Chapman Writing Center

Count and Noncount Nouns

Count nouns are particulars; noncount nouns are universals, ideas, concepts in the mind.  As such seldom are they pluralized, that is, have the potential for having a “s” placed after them.  Additionally, article adjectives a or an can often precede count nouns, while seldom preceding noncount nouns.  Remember, the more “abstract” the word, the fewer articles used; the more “particular” a word is, the more countable; hence, it has “number.”  Study the following examples for your understanding:


COUNT



NONCOUNT


MEASUREMENTS


Have  Plurals



Seldom Have Plurals

Noncount Variations



chair(s)



furniture


some furniture


coin(s)




money



much money


letter(s)



mail



some mail


fact(s)




traffic



a little traffic


assignment(s)



a lot of something

a lot of traffic


library(ies)



information


much information


job(s)




homework


little homework


earring(s)



music



some music


ring(s)




coffee



a cup of coffee


necklace(s)



peace



a lasting peace


bracelet(s)



advice



some advice


marble(s)



work



much work


card(s)




water



a glass of water


house(s)



fruit



a piece of fruit
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