Diagnosis for Rhetorical Revision

(taken from Curious Writer pages 632-633)

Directions: To self diagnose rhetorical revisions needed, think about each of the categories.  Try to make sure you have a clear purpose, meaning, information, structure, clarity, and style.  Peer review can help you with these problems with comments like the following in each category.  If you hear or read comments like these from your peers, you then need to focus your revision efforts on revising for / in that category.

1. Problems with PURPOSE


· “I don’t know why the writer is writing this paper.”

· “The beginning of the essay seems to be about one thing, and the rest of it is about several others.”

· “I think there are about three different topics in the draft.  Which one do you want to write about?”

· “So what?”

2. Problems with MEANING

· “I can’t tell what the writer is trying to say in this draft.”

· “There doesn’t seem to be a point behind all of this.”

· “I think there’s a main idea, but there isn’t much information on it.”

· “I thought the thesis was pretty obvious.”

3. Problems with INFORMATION

· “Parts of the draft seemed really vague or general.”

· “I couldn’t really see what you were talking about.”

· “It seemed as if you need some more facts to support your point.”

· “It needs more detail.”

4. Problems with STRUCTURE

· “I couldn’t quite follow your thinking in the last few pages.”

· “I was confused about when this happened.”

· “I understood your point but I couldn’t figure out what this part had to do with it.”

· “The draft doesn’t really flow very well.”

5. Problems with CLARITY and STYLE
· “This seems a little choppy.”

· “You need to explain this better.  I couldn’t quite follow what you were saying in this paragraph.”

· “This sentence seems awkward to me.”

· “This doesn’t have a strong voice.”


