Chapman Writing Center

Signal Phrases


In order to avoid plagiarism, students must distinguish their ideas from the sources used.  Signal phrases clearly indicate that the writers are now entering into their experts’ domain.  Student writers must separate their thoughts from the experts’ ideas.  To do this, mention the authority and select an appropriate word choice from below:

1. accepts





38.  informs

2. acknowledges 




39.  insists

3. adds





40.  interprets

4. affirms





41.  lists


5. agrees





42.  maintains

6. alleges





43.  mentions

7. analyzes





44.  negates

8. announces





45.  notes

9. answers





46.  observes

10. argues





47.  outlines

11. asserts





48.  perceives

12. believes





49.  pleads

13. cautions





50.  postulates

14. challenges





51.  purports

15. claims





52.  proposes

16. clarifies





53.  qualifies

17. comments





54.  questions

18. concludes





55.  quotes

19. confirms





56.  rationalize

20. contradicts





57.  refutes

21. critiques





58.  rejects

22. declares





59.  relates

23. defends





60.  reminds

24. denies





61.  reports

25. describes





62.  repudiates

26. determines





63.  responds

27. disagrees





64.  retorts

28. discusses





65.  reveals

29. disputes





66.  reviews

30. emphasizes




67.  says

31. endorses





68.  states

32. enumerates




69.  suggests

33. explains





70.  summarizes

34. exposes





71.  supports

35. expresses





72.  synthesizes

36. hypothesizes




73.  thinks

37. implies





74.  verifies

Remember to mention the expert and place the page number at the end of the quote, summary, or paraphrase.      
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