Word Selections

“Some” versus “Any”
The words some and any are equivalent in questions only.
· Does Jim have any/some food in his refrigerator?

Otherwise, the word some is used with positive statements only.
· Jim has some food in his refrigerator.

Negative statements, use any.
· Jim doesn’t have any food in his refrigerator.

Someone or Something versus Anyone or Anything
All four of these words can be used in a question.
· Do you have anything/something/anyone/anything for me?

Otherwise, use someone or something in a positive statement.

· Marge bought something at the store.

· Tim said someone stole his coat.

Negative statements, use anyone or anything.

· Marge didn’t buy anything at the store.

· Tim did not say anything about anyone stealing his coat

Remember, in English, two negatives are not allowed in the same clause. Negatives include words like no, never, not, and even some –ly words, like hardly.

