Chapman Writing Center

Tense Examples

For Advanced ESL Students
In the present tense, the first and second person are rule-breakers.  For example, I take exams; and You take exams.  Both I and You (singular) take a plural verb. Notice take is correct in all cases so far.  English is noted for its complexity, shown by the many exceptions to its rules. In any event, in the third person singular, the subject must agree with the verb in the present tense.

The being verbs are am, is, are, was, were, be, been, and being.  The last three (be, been and being) best not be considered because of the complexity of the possible constructions.  They, the first five, see present participle column, would precede the -ing (progressive) form. 

The following is an effort to show how verbs in English take on certain patterns:




  Has a helper

The four principle parts to any verb:
Present Participle

Present

 Past


Past Participle




        -ing form (progressing)
     Think “Today ”
     Think “Yesterday”
     “They have/She has ____”




I

    am
taking


take


took


  have taken






He

     is
making


makes


made


  has made



They

   are
studying

study


studied


  have studied




She

   was
sleeping

sleeps


slept


  has slept




We

  were
running

run


ran


  have run




I

   am
teaching

teach


taught


  have taught




He

    is
calling


calls


called


  has called




They

  are
riding


ride


rode


  have rod




She

 was
driving


drives


drove


  has drive




We

 were
helping


help


helped


  have helped




I

  am
playing


play


played


  have played




He

   is
burning

burns


burnt/burned

  has burnt/burned




She

 was
buying


buys


bought


  has bought




They

 were
crying


cry


cried


  have cried




I

  am
dying


die


died


  have died




He

   is
going


goes


went


  has gone




She

 was
drinking

drinks


drank


  have drunk




They

 were
breaking

break


broke


  have broken 

The infinitive (with or without the word to) never ends in –s; otherwise, present tense could have been labeled infinitive.  These examples sought agreement with pronouns given on the left.  Both regular and irregular verbs are given.  
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