Transitional Phrases
Consider that each of your words selected must maintain coherence.  The most notable defects of this sort occur between sentences and paragraphs, rather than individual sentences.  Be sure that either through repeated words, pronoun selection, or otherwise, your ideas adhere.  Below are a list of transitional phrases that may improve the unity of the essay:

Chronology



Continuations

1. first, second, next, finally 

1.  accordingly
2. after 




2.  additionally

3. afterward



3.  again

4. later




4.  also

5. meanwhile



5.  and

6. now




6.  furthermore

7. soon




7.  likewise

8. then




8.  moreover

9. when




9.  next

     10.  while



           10. too
Contrast



Compare
1. as opposed to


 
1.  correspondingly

2. conversely



2.  in the same way
3. however



3.  likewise
4. in contrast to



4.  similiarly
5. nevertheless



5.  too
6. on the contrary
7. on the other hand
8. despite that

Cause/Effect



Example





1. accordingly



1.  for example
2. because



2.  for instance
3. consequently



3.  namely
4. due to 




4.  that is
5. hence




5.  thus
6. since




6.  to illustrate
7. therefore



7.  to wit
8. thus

9. whereas
Emphasis



Summary
1. absolutely



1.  finally

2. certainly



2.  in conclusion

3. chiefly




3.  in short

4. indeed




4.  lastly 

5. in fact

6. undoubtedly

7. without question  
